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ROTELRSP-985/RMB-1095

A class

Rotel goes from
strength to strength
with its £1,700
processor and
£1,750 amp

otel s a brand we've not featured
D within the pages of Home
Cinema Chaice for & long time
and, far same stranae reason, |
had to jump through flaming hoops and
WIEsHie man eating Hqgeres 10 obhtam the
samples reviewed here
wouldn't usually be so persisient of

it were not for my respect for Ratel

products, which tend to offer oulstanding
no-nonsense performance at an afford-
able price. Rotel have, until recently,
been slow 1o embrace new multichanne!
technologies, but now the brand gffers
an AN line=up to make even the most
gemanding home-cinemaniac sit up and
take notice

Both the RSP-985 and RMB- 1095 sit
al the head of their respective product
categones. The 985 isa THX Ultra-certified
Dolby Digital, 0TS and Dolby Pro-Logic
processor, while the 1095, its partner
in this test, is @ THX-Ulra five-channel
power amplifier.

As expeeted, the £1,700 BSP-985 takes
a straighttorward approach to home
theatre and If (L were not far the THX,
Doiby and DTS logus un the front panel it

would be easy to mistake It for a simple
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two-channel pre-amp. An-at-times erratic
muotonsed analogue volume controls sits
in the centre of the fascia to the right of
which are main room source and record

&

urce selection buttons Beneath them

three keys enable mode selection, enas

the tape loop and analogue 5.1 input
Unusually for a processor, the RSP-885
has rinaty biass and treble controls, a
throwback to Rotel's two-channel her-
itage. One thing's for ceftain — the 985 is
simplicity itsell 1o operate once correctly
installed and is therefore the ideal proces-
sor for technophobie family members
USUAL SUSPEC

On the rear panel the Rotel boasts all

the usual connection suspects, seven
anslogue input pairs, six composite and
Svideo inputs and a 5.1 input On the
output side there's accommaodation for
five-steren andlogue cannections, four
composite and S-video outputs alongside
another DE-25 for amplifier connections

which is backed up by F

A reeminals. For

digital sources, the Rotel boasts six inputs
(twa TOSIink optical and four coaxial)
arranged rather stranaely with one optical
input seemingly ostracised

Rate
fully-featurad

Interna thpe QRES Lo ., b e
nternally the 985's layout 15 perhaps pracessor and

alittle clusteres in some afeas, but on the

lurking behind it
whale the design is sensilile with neatly . =
: = the sizeatile 1085
laid out circuits and f

power-amp

|
cable connee- |
|

tions ather than those wsed for digital

control signals At the heart of the u

another Sample Rate Systems "'DSP' ¢

the

ard,

ation 1B to be precise. Produ
in Finland, the Generation 118 incorporates
two Motorola DSPSBO0S processors [one

each for Dolby Digital and D15 duties
Motarola DSPe
! i
RASP-985 is unfortu
with 86kHz so, once again, it's & case of

ely not compatible

downsampling those DVD4 from Che

and Classic Records. At ltast when fe

96kHz input the Rotel behaves with dece

rumy, unlike other protessors in this test
White the 'DSP" board may be from an

OEM manufau

Rotel has stamped

their own identity on the user-interface

and configuration options. Press "Menu
on the remote and up pops a detailed
onsereen display from which seven
Submenus can be selected

A detalled setup it |s ton, aside from

el calibration and

time alignment; chz
bass management (wherein only the THX
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Tried&Tested
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\':’—.:‘:"r But enough complaining, I’
["l \ get down to the Hus )
L
W g marnce because the P
‘r; ’-_'F - 4 home theatre gery
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s dounhng

FEATURE-FILLED BOX

There are more

e assignea

N automatic

e ol Pink Floyd: The Wall r
3Ges The seguence leading up to e
ena lli'._l-[.'jl stream Is
que or tigrtal
11 alse
ate analogue mputs and

e vilume ant

Inputs by ¢ tting th

tngaer-happy and

1048, So v Sy o he a simple SCHEEN PORS UP W
Ly in fact quit plex beast on
he inside and can be configured to <uit
almast amy 5
Thir maost < fit
hieh faces the Rotel front=pant

= %
Highs: Vibrant, exciting home theatre Rotel products offer a high Connections: Inputs: 7 x analogue; 1 x DB25 external decoder port; 2 x
performance with a no-frills approach standard of audio reproduction TOS-link optical & 4 x coaxial electrical digital; 6 x composite video;
Lows: A few more front-panel stalus for a modest outlay, The 6 x S-video. Outputs: Main - 6 x analogue RCA; 1 x DB25 port; 4 x analogue
indicators would help, THX Re-EQ can RSP-985 is no exception, so record pairs: 1 x Zane 2 pair; 4 x composite video: 4 x S-video. 1 x IR input;
be engaged unwittingly as a result mave into the world of separates 1 x IR output & 1 x external IR input; 2 x switched S00W AC mains oullets
oy el - e via this star performer Sound formats supported: Dolby Digital; Dolby Pro-Logic (Dolby Surround);

DTS, PCM via S/P-DIF {(maximum sample-rate supported 48kHz)

Looks FeAe Ak Model: Rotel RSP-985 Other features: THX Ultra; automated mode selection; ‘DSP' music modes,
Ease of Use *k ok h K Approximate price: £1,700. multizone and multisource switching
Features et dk L = Gamepath — 01908 317707 Dimensions: 440(w) x 121(h) x 316(d)mm;
Overall B Website; hitp://www.rotel.com/ Weight: 8kg i
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asthmatic’) even during the deafening
Comfortably Numb chapter.

From subtle soundtracks such as
Howards End (PAL laserdisc), to archetypal
demonstration material such as The
Matrix (Region 1 DVD), the Rote! never
disappoints, in fact it positively shines.

If your intent is to use the Rotel ina
dual mu.ﬂql'mtwits rale then thl: musm s¢dc'
of thm.gs isn't quite as impressive. There
are times when its character is just a little
too forgwmg for my taste. The RSP- 985
is best suited to Rachmanmﬂv than
Republica, but that's not the worst thmg
in the world. Of the_four_ subtle’ 'DSP‘
mudes. Music 1 is probably the best
but, other than an increase in surround

level and reverb, there's ittle to choose
between them.

WALKING TALL L

Introduced in late 1999, the £1,750
RMB !095 is certain to dominate any
equnpment rack. At 240mm high it's some-
what taller than the average ar_n;_:flﬁer and
weighs in at a backbreaking 88Ibs. Rotel
have thoughtfully added casters to the
rear corners so that once lugged onto
the front edge of a shelf, the 1095 can
be more easily rolled backwards.

The Rotel's rugged anodised aluminium
exterior hides beneath a top-notch design.
Two 1.2kVA toroidal t_ran_sformers sit just
behind the front panel, one on top of
the other. To the rear, mounted within a
shielded compartment, lies a whopping
1}'6_._009uf of_Dennig Moorcroft-designed
BHC slit foil power supply capacitance
and along each flank are thirty 15amp
output transistors. This enables the RMB-
1085 to deliver 200W into each channel
Slrnui eausly

eously (20Hz-20kHz, <04
into 892) without excessive heat build-up
or, more 1mportant1y the need for a noisy
cooling fan.

To the rear huge colour-coded binding
posts facilitate loudspeaker connections
(spade lugs, banana plugs, but not
bare-wire), while low-level signals are

accommodated via elther a DB25 array,

single-ended phono jacks, or balanced

XLR terminals. Front panel controls
are straightforward. Above the power
on/off switch are five LED indicators which
illuminate if the 1095 is overloaded (highly
unlikely) or a loudspeaker short occurs.

The only feature missing here is a trigger
terminal to facilitate external processor
control, an unfortunate lapse on the part
qf_theIs_ de:stgners

SUPER SONICS

The RMB-1035's sonic character is difficult
to describe as it imparts little, if any, of

its own personality upon the signal it
amplifies. The most noticeable aspect of
performance, given the total absence of
‘any real shortcomings, is the way in which
the 1095 deals effortlessly with the

most demanding of software, even 400
low-impedance loudspeakers which are
notorious for being difficult to drive.

Even with all five channels running
simultaneously at THX reference levels
and with processor bass management
defeated (thereby sending full-range

signals through the Rotel), the RMB- 1095

barely even breaks into a sweat. What‘s
more, there are endless rtserves of power
on tap, particularly apparcnt when
software demands forceful, dynarmc
bass activity.

Perhaps the only aspect of performance

that counts against the RMB-1095 i |s_|1_:_._
neutrality (not stenlny} If your system is
lacking a little sparkle, then the Rotel is

unlikely to inject new life into it, but then

if it did, | would be complaining about
the added colouration. In the world of
multichannel power amplifiers the Rotel
can play with the big boys from the

likes of Parasound and Anthem. yetit's
significantly less expensive.

Both the RSP-985 and RMB-1095 are
worthy of an unreserved m:ommenda_hun
either individually or as a high-end home
theatre system. Yes, both components
I'Ca"\f are high-end and stand head and
shoulders above the finest receiver or
'DSP* amplifier. If you're mnﬂdermg_ taking
that first tentative step into the world
cf stparatcs, look no further, Even
at £3,450 both components can be
conSidered abargain @

ROTEL BMB-1085 MULTICHANNEL AMPLIFIER

Mapufacturers rated output: 5 x
200W RMS

HCE measared output at onsst of
clipping: 271.5W RMS at 6.8% THD
HEC Fidetiy Firswall: 172.17TW
RMS at 0.10 % THD

Although Rotel's powerful amp
can actually outpul over 270W
when clipping occurs, the
company's rating of 200W is
aboul right as the Fidelity
Firewall suifdenly drops 100W
when you back off to a paint with
minimal distortion

Highs: A fantastic performer, capable of
power and subtlety, and able to drive any
Inad without hesitation

trigger Input

Lows: Just the omission of a remote

| Sound b2 & & & 4
| Looks o e ke L
| Features e e e e e

Dverall b o & & 2

Rotel's flagship THX Ultra power
amplifier offers a standard of
performance unrivalled at this
price-point. The RMB-1095 will
eat any home theatre receiver's
amplification for breakfast...

Modef: Rotel RMB-1095

price: £1,750.
= Gamepath — 01908 317707
Website: hitp://www.rotel.com/

\

input

Connections: 5 x banana-capable binding post pairs; 5 x balanced
XLR and 5 x single-ended RCA line level inputs; 1 x DB25 5-channel

Other features: Two 1.2kVA toroidal transformers; eight 22,000uf BHC slit
foil capacitors; thirty 150W/15 amp output devices; ‘over current’ protection
circuit, ‘current absorbers' turn-on surge elimination; gold plated balanced
XLR and single-ended RCA inputs; 5 x 200W into 8<2 (continuaus, 20-20

kHz, <0.03%): 5 x 330W into 42

response: 15Hz-100kHz; damping factor 400 (20Hz-20kHz, 8<2)

Frequency
Dimensions: 440(w) x 240(h) x 398(d)mm
Welght: 34ky
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